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7 
Sep 2020

to the seventh 
newsletter prepared 

for Fleetville Diaries.   I noticed a 
sales promotion for the former Co-
operative Shop in St Albans.  The 
advertising was headed Back To 
School, showing  a drawing of 
smiling children and a selection of 
new clothes and shoes with a range 
of prices.  For a proportion of 
parents and their offspring this 
would have been an unattainable 
aspiration.  I wish I could find the 
original, but it wasn’t a new slogan: 
The Back to School sales campaign 
was around in the 1920s and is still 
going strong; shop owners just  
know when there’s no better phrase 
to promote their products!

TALKING MORE ABOUT BALLITO
As part of our ongoing preparations for the Ballito project (see 
Newsletters 1 and 5), David was aware of a number of interviews 
carried out over a period of time – some during the period of 
cassette tapes. They are all archived at St Albans Museums.  The 
recordings are a mixture of digital recordings and cassettes, and 
at least two of them have yet to be transcribed.  So we will 
excitedly look forward to hearing about daily life at the bench or 
office during the post-war period.

If you would like to participate in the Ballito project then here is an 
opportunity to listen to a recording and write what you hear, a 
phrase or sentence at a time.  The recordings yet to be 
transcribed cover recollections of the company’s history, both in 
peacetime and during World War 2.  There may also be social 
events and BBC broadcasts, and gossip from the canteen.

If you would like to participate in transcribing in particular, or in the 
wider project, please email FD (see the end of the newsletter) and 
we will arrange the rest.

WELCOME

WHAT’S THE WHISPER?

Left: One of many Ballito 
staff activities 
photographed. in the 
social hall.  Right:  
Example of some of the 
most stylish advertising 
around in 1948.

There’s no need to detail what’s not been happening at Fleetville 
Community Centre for the past six months.  As with everywhere 
else the building has, of course, been closed.  And yet it hasn’t.

For some time a matter of concern has been the deteriorated 
quality of the internal facilities; which is not surprising considering 
its age.  But community groups still expect decent accommodation 
in which to meet and the Trustees had been planning 
improvements for some time; the only difficulty was when work 
could be undertaken.  

So, with the agreement of contractors, the Centre Manager and a 
few trustees, the entire kitchen was removed and a new kitchen fitted.  All of the toilets have been given an 
upgrade too; most rooms have received new floors, and the walls decorated.  Remedial work on the 
storage rooms should help with ventilation.  So, as groups return for their autumn programmes they will be 
delighted with the changes they find.
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ANOTHER EVACUATED SCHOOL

I was refreshing my acquaintance 
with Sandy Norman’s book 
resulting from the Sopwell 
community project, and spotted 
a brief topic I had missed first 
time round: a wartime 
recollection from a former pupil 
of the equally former Priory Park 
school (photos top and bottom 

left) in Old London Road – the building, originally for senior 
boys and later for senior girls, is still with us but now converted 
to apartments called, appropriately, Old Priory Park.

Although Priory Park was not a school in the east end of St 
Albans, it is likely that a small proportion of the children evacuated here were 
billeted with families living to the east of the city centre; and this may also have 
applied to local pupils who attended the school and to teachers who arrived with 
their evacuated pupils.

The children had come from Ore in East Sussex.  Ore is a small community in  
north-east Hastings, and these days is noted for being the end of the line for 
many of the trains leaving London Victoria.  Ore School was then an elementary school which, in 1939, 

had only just moved into new buildings (photo top 
right).  In 1939 the school hosted Lucas Vale 
School from Lewisham, under the Pied Piper 
Programme, the south coast being considered a 
safe area.  PPP was the scheme often referenced 
in newsreel film on the platforms of London 
terminal stations. A year later, after Dunkirk, the 
south coast was considered vulnerable to attack 
and both schools in one set of buildings were 
evacuated, the second time for the Lewisham 
children.  There is still much to discover about this 
particular evacuation – where Lucas Vale ended 
up, and whether the primary children from these 
schools also came to St Albans, and whether the 
senior boys joined the girls (in which case they are 
likely to have joined with the old St Peter’s, next 

door to Priory Park.  

Ore children, having just moved into new buildings at home, then hosted another school, and finally 
moved themselves into a St Albans school which was probably at least as old and cramped as the site 
they had, with some relief, finally left behind at Ore.


WHO BUILT THE PAVILION?

Christopher Miskin constructed Clarence Park’s Pavilion and 
Lodge, but what people are really asking about is the architect.  I 
was alerted to this recently as the name Percival Blow was 
mentioned in this context.  While Blow was superintending some 
of the park work for architects Charles Pryor of Watford, he did 
not design these two Park buildings.  That responsibility went to 
George Ford, then Borough Surveyor for St Albans.  Ford also 
carried out the design work on the Hatfield Road Cemetery.  So, 
when asked, we can now all confidently state, the cricket pavilion 
was designed by George Ford!  And FD has had active 
connections with both locations.
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3

FEATURE STREET: CELL BARNES LANE

For many early Fleetville and Camp 
residents Cell Barnes Lane formed 
a boundary; it was the limit of the 
Camp allotment fields and was 
lined with hedges from which 
blackberries and sloes could be 
gathered.  At the top end it left 
Camp Road close to Cunningham 
Farm homestead; at the other it 
passed the ancient site of Cell 
Barnes from which the route 
continued quietly as Nightingale 
Lane to London Colney; there were 
no bypasses then.

So, this remote and empty lane continued to connect isolated settlements and farms as it had always 
done until the 1920s.  The lane wasn’t widened as a modern town route until the early 1950s, when a 

well-known double bend was straightened by the contrivance of split 
roundabouts at a new intersecting road named Drakes Drive. The 
earliest homes today are a pair of cottages close to those 
roundabouts: Little Cell Barnes Cottages, probably dating from the 
early 19th century. Much of the lower land was part of Little Cell 
Barnes Farm, the homestead today being the home of local 
steeplejacks, T Rodell.

The first homes arrived in the mid-twenties with the sale to the Council 
by the Earl Verulam estate of a 
field called Springfield, at the 
junction of the lane and Camp 
Lane.  The authority’s second 

Homes for Heroes estate rather belatedly completed around 1928.  
The only other pre-war feature was a tennis club on the site where 
Cunningham Infants School was built. When the Gaol Field was 
required for the Breakspear housing in the 1930s, the circus field 
was moved to the playing field behind the Springfield homes and 
opposite the triangular access to Cunningham farm.

Substantial new housing estates were planned post-war and in 
order to bring sufficient power to St Albans electricity masts came 
from a new power station at Hoddesdon to a distribution site in Cell Barnes Lane, where originally a 
natural water supply pond was surrounded by trees.  If you were wondering, that is what the austere wall 
is opposite the junior school.

Most of the Lane was then lined with the houses of the London Road estate, created in the 1950s and 
sixties, partly to satisfy our local need for housing, and to assist easing the housing lists in a few of the 
old London boroughs. Included were the T-shaped blocks of Aldwick Court flats, the Cell Barnes Lane 
shops and a branch library (now closed) in the core of the new estate.  

One of the two schools desperately required to relieve the overcrowding at Camp School also occupied 

space along CBL.  St Lukes Church, having fundraised, 
moved in next to the Infants School, and in the process, 
sold its Wellington Road site, including nissen hut, for 
housing!  By the 1970s twenty-four of the original 
Springfield houses were demolished and a new Wingate 
estate took their place, reallocating part of the open 
space and allotments behind.  I am still hunting for a 
photograph of CBL when it was a narrow rural lane – can 
anyone help? There is now no open space on either side 
of the road for the full length of the road all the way to 

Cell Barnes House, but if you spot blackberries in someone’s garden, you’ll know where they probably 
came from! 
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CBL from bottom left to top right.

Power from the east!

Little Cell Barnes cottages.

Homes for Heroes
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A LANE WITH ‘STILE’

This month’s reminder is of how and where we’ve got together and 
enjoyed ourselves during previous summer months.  This took us 
to the skies – well, at least the ground below the skies.  We made 
a visit to the British Airways headquarters building at Heathrow, 
kept our feet firmly on the ground but were taken around the 
Company’s exhibition area and gathered some history about BA 
and its predecessors.  Lunch too, but not delivered by cabin staff. 
Members will recall many other summer excursions we have 
enjoyed; we don’t always remain in Fleetville, nor St Albans either! 
Ideas, comments, pictures – anything – contact Mike on 
mikeneighbour@mac.com

FLYING LOW

The photograph on the left now appears on St Albans Museums 
website from its image collection now available online. The 
annotation states: “Sandpit Lane and Lane off which became 
Beaumont Avenue 1920s early before building boom about 1928.” 
On the face of it those words suggest the picture was taken at or 
close to the junction of those two roads.  If the photographer is 
standing along Beaumont Avenue the field beyond could soon be 
developed (which it was from 1929).  There appears to be a hedge, 
a gate and a stile, the latter allowing occasional access with either a 
right of way or permissive path through 
the field.

The postcard view below was taken 
from the southern end of the Avenue, 
showing the oft-recalled gate.  Just 
beyond, on the right side there appears 
to be a side path through a break in the 
hedge.  A path certainly did begin here, 
most of it generally following the line of 
Beechwood Avenue.  Maps show the path not opening directly into 
Hatfield Road, but from just inside the southern gate of the Avenue.  
So they do agree with the photo below, but the question is whether 
the photo above left is the same access – even if it was taken at a 
sufficiently different time to enable changes to have taken place.

What do we think? Might there be an alternative location, perhaps  
nearer the Sandpit Lane end?  Or is this the access to the  
“Beechwood Avenue” path?  Let’s start sleuthing!

Note on maps: Unfortunately Beaumont Avenue is divided 
onto two sheets; the stub of the Avenue to the south is shown 
above right.  The presumed location of the stile is circled in 
red.  The northern junction with Sandpit Lane is in blue.
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