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PHOTO OF THE MONTH

A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL
This time last year would we have
imagined just how much the lives of all
of us would have changed during
2020?
The plans we all had made, for our
families and friends, for our working
lives, our retirements, in every
conceivable way; our memory for those
we have now lost but didn’t expect to.
If ever there was a New Year in which
we promise that the year ahead would
be happy and glorious, this is the one in
which we want it to happen.

COURTESY ALISON MANN

And after what we have put up with
there is so much we deserve to look
forward to. A Happy New Year to all.

Long-standing residents may remember some of the shops that once stood at the Cambridge Road end of
Camp View Road. The building originally listed as 42 Camp View Road was a shop from about 1906, run by
Joseph Edward Haynes and his wife Clara from 1912. The picture of Joseph standing outside their general
stores came to us from Alison Mann when we were researching the history of Camp View Road in 2017.
Joseph and Clara managed the shop together until Joseph's death in 1937; Clara continued alone until
1943, the year before her death.
People may remember Gordon Price, the next owner, who ran the shop until about 1974, next door to the St
Albans Co-operative Society's butchery and grocery shops. More recently, the shop at no 42 was run by
Shantilal and Shila Nagaria until the property was converted into flats (recently renovated again) in about
2000. No 44, now renumbered as 2, Cambridge Road, was a tool hire shop before being taken over by the
current owners, Brampton Interiors, in about 2007.’ Contributed by Romayne.

This was one of the
proposed designs for
an interpretation panel
to be erected at
Fleetville Rec, but is so
far an unfinished
project. For further
information see page
4.
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ONE PAIR OF SHOPS; ONE OWNER
The photos
shown here are a
pair of shops at
Albion Road, as
they were in
c1900 when new,
and both were
owned by Edward
Hanley whose
home was in
COURTESY ST ALBANS MUSEUMS
Lemsford Road.
On the corner was Aberdeen House (above left), a butchery
then managed by various specialists, including Mr
Steabben, and then Harry Patience of Popefield Farm. The
shop next door (above right), at one time called Park
Stores, had the name E Hanley above the door, but that did COURTESY ST ALBANS MUSEUMS
not mean he put in a full shift behind the counter. Mr Hanley owned several shops, including three in
Fleetville, and installed a manager for each one, while he himself organised the ordering of stock. If a
manager did not require the upstairs flat, Edward Hanley
rented that out.
Thomas Furlong was one manager of the Park Stores in
the 1950s. Thomas’ parents lived above the shop, but
Thomas and family lived in number 280 Hatfield Road, a
semi-detached house opposite Queen’s Court. The
Furlongs also provided service to Oakley’s in St Peter’s
Street, the Alexandra Stores behind Victoria Street, and
then the Pilgrims’ Rest (a cafe where the Independent
Bookshop is today next to the Peahen Hotel in Holywell
Hill).
I came to be reminded of these locations recently
because Thomas’ son began searching for the places
where his parents had been employed in St Albans. From the 1970s, when independent food shops
struggled more in the face of larger stores and supermarkets, several corner shops began to look less
neat, went in for specialist supplies on minimum turnover, and with less appealing frontages.
If you have passed by Hatfield Road at the Albion Road end you may have noticed that the former
Hanley’s Stores is now a shop no longer, and the conversion to domestic accommodation has been
achieved sympathetically. Fortunately, there are photographs to help tell the story. Menspire and the
refurbished house with its railinged frontage has
created a welcome improvement to this corner.
Our pair of shops at the corner of Albion Road
and Hatfield Road were no exception, but in the
new millennium changes were afoot. The
corner former Aberdeen House was retained for
retail, while its partner was converted into
domestic accommodation with a frontage design
to match its neighbours further along, with an
arched porch and parlour with bay window. Even
a tiled path in original style is included. Today,
the Albion Road corner demonstrates how
suburban shopping streets can show off their
Sunday best every day of the week.
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FEATURE STREET: CASTLE ROAD
There used to be a trio of arable fields on the
south side of Hatfield Road all belonging to the
Kinder family. They occupied the space
between today’s Ashley Road, Sutton Road
and Cambridge Road. When the branch
railway was built, Broad Field, nearest Hatfield
Road, had been altered in area the most. A
corner of the field was also taken for a rather
cheap toll house – the one known for being
rat-infested, even while it was occupied. The
old name of Broad Field seemed to have been
COURTESY GOOGLE EARTH
informally replaced by Castle Field.
Castle Road heading away from the camera above Sutton Road.
After 1899 plots along the Hatfield Road
frontage were sold individually, but the
remainder of the field behind was planned as an estate, probably by Thomas Tomlinson and by Horace
Slade; a single through road with two short spurs finishing at the railway line. The development process
was similar to those in other parts of Fleetville at the time, with family-sized builders erected a pair or
quartet of homes based on a limited palette of front bays
and continuous projecting ground floor canopies.
But this was not a road of a particular period, for patches
remained undeveloped through to the 1930s, and you
are likely to come across a number of semi-detached
homes, and even a modern dwelling or two.
Castle Road wasn’t entirely a residential road, for the St
Albans Co-operative Society had based its bakery in
Hatfield Road, with a warehouse behind at 43 Castle
Road (the blue plots on the map below). When that
closed the access in Castle Road became available for
COURTESY HALS
infill housing.
The blue flats
The eastern end of Castle Road with undeveloped land beyond the future
Ashley Road.
replaced the
bakery and five houses replaced the warehouse at 43 Castle
Road. The development’s name, Dairy Mews, does confuse a
number of people, for the assumption is made that the homes
are built on the site of the former dairy. But the Co-op Dairy was
on a nursery site along Burleigh Road (formerly Kimberley Road
East), now also replaced by houses. Dairy Mews is most
definitely where the Co-op bakery and warehouse thrived.
Quite what might have been the vision of Tomlinson and Slade
COURTESY DARREN STANTON
when they first acquired the land we can’t imagine, and it is
Stanton family and transport beside Burleigh Road.
surprising there was little in the way of workshops and factories,
given the road’s proximity to Hatfield Road. In 1907 came the Stanton family to the corner of Kimberley
Road East (the maroon plot). With their horse-drawn carts they purchased felled trees and prepared
them for firewood, and added the sale
of coal from the sidings of Sutton
Road.
We would, of course also expect there
to have been the occasional corner
shop (the corner of Cape Road). The
most prominent location – on the
corner of Castle and Sutton roads –
only arrived in the late 1930s. Today it
is a Bathroom Showroom but when first
built it was yet another general store.
COURTESY NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND
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ORMEROD RENOVATION PROJECT
By the time we read this Newsletter a restoration project will have
taken place at Hatfield Road Cemetery. Two previous restorations,
both of which are featured on our Laid To Rest story walks – were
Samuel Ryder and Friederick Sander, the latter managed, of course,
by Fleetville Diaries.
During December, J J Burgess will be renovating the grave plot of
Eleanor Ormerod and her sister Georgiana; a project sponsored and
managed by the Royal Entomological Society (RES). We are grateful
to Maggie Johnston for letting us know.
Eleanor is featured in our Laid to Rest:
Pioneers walk. Many of us will recognise her
name from the plaque on the wall of Torrington
House on the corner of Holywell Hill and
Hillside Road. She undertook a number of
critical investigations in entomology and
therefore is widely known by members of RES.
Liz Jones carried out a preparatory study for
Fleetville Diaries so that Eleanor’s story could
be told.
Footnote: Our list for possible new stories is still open. If you know of a former resident of St Albans who
you believe was buried in Hatfield Road Cemetery do let us know. Further, if you know any part of their
story it would help us to create a fifth Story Walk.

OUR VERY FIRST PROJECT IDEA
Back in 2011 Fleetville Diaries created its first project proposal. A small group of
us were gathered in the Committee Room of the Community Centre looking out
onto an empty recreation ground. Someone commented that many today call it
Fleetville Park; which brought forward the inevitable question about the space’s
origin.
As we now realise, the field is what was left over when Thomas Smith’s Fleet Ville
community was built. Previously owned by St Albans’ School (The Grammar
School) and sold by it to fund its then new premises at the Gateway, one of its
trustees, Charles Woollam (right), purchased the space back, not for the school,
nor himself, but for the people of Fleetville, particularly its children.
Woollam had similarly gifted land in Hillside Road for a playing field for the Grammar School (later
expanded as a land exchange in Harpenden Road) and provided the Victoria open space in Folly Lane.
The date of the Fleetville acquisition, 1913, was deliberate as this was the year the City Council took in
Fleetville from the rural authority.
Given the paucity of green space in this district Woollam’s gift was generous. Yet there is still no
recognition of this act of kindness. This is where FD and the Community Centre Trustees come in. We
proposed to jointly raise funds for a Fleetville interpretation panel to be erected on the Rec and facing
Hatfield Road – hence the panel’s map facing south. On page one is a proposed design from the time,
but both organisations became incredibly busy, and nine years later the project has still not been revisited. Ah well, as the good people of the Isle of Wight often say, “some-when …” !
The Editor thanks Alex for gallantly stepping into editing mode during November while Mike was
becoming acquainted with hospitals and surgeries.
Ideas, comments, pictures – anything – contact Mike on mikeneighbour@mac.com
The FD website is www.fleetvillediaries.org
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